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 When first beginning this project, I was a bit intimidated. However, given the materials 

and guidance provided, it became not so overwhelming once I started getting into it. This project 

was an interesting and unique experience for me. Before this class, I had never heard of the 

National Archives. Now that I know it exists, it fascinates me. I decided to share this gained 

knowledge with my roommate Dakota Sutton.  

 Throughout the interview, Dakota and I found out somethings we hadn’t already known. 

The first to start is the National Archives. Neither one of us had any knowledge of it until I 

started this project. We found this so fascinating because of how many historical documents are 

available to us, but we are never taught most of them in school. Dakota even mentioned after the 

interview that he was going to register to transcribe. I even told him about the genealogy section 

of the archives and that interested him even more.  

 The document that I transcribed and interviewed Dakota on was called “File #15.” This 

file is a letter to the secretary of interior concerning the missing, and possibly murdered, 

grandchildren of the author, Henry Fitzpatrick. This letter is simply asking the whereabouts and 

condition of his grandchildren.  When interviewing and describing to Dakota what this letter was 

about, he was in shock that there are documents such as this that exist and are available to the 

public.  



 Transcribing this letter and scrolling through the National Archives has made a huge 

impact on my education. This semester specifically, I discovered that there is a lot of information 

and important documents in the Archive that could help with future research and even has help 

me with projects in other classes. I plan to use the National Archives when doing future research 

throughout my education as an English major and even throughout my graduate studies.  

 What I struggled the most with when transcribing File #15 was deciphering what exactly 

the original document said. I have vision problems and, while I do have glasses, my prescription 

is old. So, there were several times I found myself squinting at my computer screen while 

holding it right up next to my face. However, the handwriting wasn’t too illegible, and I was able 

to make out (mostly) what the document said.  

 This project has also helped me become a part of a community that understands more 

about the history of the archives than I do. I believe being a part of this will help me grow, not 

only as a writer, but as a researcher as well. Researching is something I’ve always struggled with 

when it comes to writing. Having access to these Archives is something I will be frequently 

using when it comes to research.  

 This transcription project has been one of the most unique and educational experiences 

throughout my education. Dr. Cantrell, I hope you plan to include this in future curriculum 

because it has opened up a whole new world of resources for me and I’m sure the other students 

in ENGL442 feel the same way. Transcribing and becoming a part of the National Archivists has 

giving me an almost unlimited amount of resources to use in future essay, projects, etc.  
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Special File 
Fitzpatrick Children 

From: 
I.D. 

R40-S 7-sheef 
box 26 ] of sheef 

 
 



 
 

March 23, 1870 
Hon. 

Secretary of the interior 
I write to you as I do not know the exact 

person to address 
Please inform me, or have  
it done the whereabouts 

of the two children 
described in the enclosed 

article. I am the father  
of Thomas FitzPatrick who 

was the father of the two 
girls spoken off in enclosed 

article. Evry word in the  
enclosed article is corect 

the day of the murders I was away 
from home or I wool have  

undoubtly shared the same fate 
 
 

 
 

I came to Indiana 
am now a poor old 

man the Indians having 
distroyed all I had 

would be pleased to know 
the whereabouts and condition 

of my grandchildren 
if I can better there 

condition I wish to try 
to do so. 
direct to 



Henry Fitzpatrick 
Mooresville 
Morgan Co 

Indiana 
 



 
It is a letter, Identification document. 
It was written by Henry Fitzpatrick 

The secretary of the Interior received the letter. 

Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.

Analyze a Written Document

Meet the document.
Type (check all that apply):
	❑	Letter	 ❑	Speech	 ❑	Patent ❑	Telegram	 ❑	Court document 
 ❑	Chart	 ❑	Newspaper  ❑	Advertisement ❑	Press Release ❑	Memorandum 
	❑	Report ❑	Email ❑	Identification document	 	 ❑	Presidential document	 	

	❑	Congressional document ❑	Other 	

Describe it as if you were explaining to someone who can’t see it.
Think about:  Is it handwritten or typed? Is it all by the same person? Are there stamps or other marks? What else do you see on it?

Observe its parts.
Who wrote it?  

Who read/received it? 

When is it from? 

Where is it from?

Try to make sense of it.
What is it talking about?

Write one sentence summarizing this document.

Why did the author write it?   

Quote evidence from the document that tells you this.

What was happening at the time in history this document was created?

Use it as historical evidence.
What did you find out from this document that you might not learn anywhere else?

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this 
event or topic?



The author wrote the letter concerning the whereabouts of his missing grandchildren 
“Please inform me, or have  

it done the whereabouts 
of the two children 

described in the enclosed 
article.” 

This letter was written in 1870. In 1870 the 15th amendment was passed which gave black males 
the right to vote.  

From this document, I found out that there were two missing children by the last name of 
Fitzpatrick and the family has suspicions of their whereabouts mostly involving native 

americans. 
The enclosed article that is mentioned about in this letter really helped to understand the situation 

more.   


